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should believe, and so we should be lenient in our judgment of
the men and women of the seventeenth century. For they, hi
spite of Magellan's proof to the contrary, continued to insist
that the Pacific must be a vast inland sea, bounded on the south
by an enormous continent, and therefore greatly welcomed any
new incidents which seemed to show that, after all, they might
be right.

Let a hurricane blow a ship out of its course, and let the
frightened crew catch a hasty glimpse of a coast which did
not as yet appear on any of the maps, and at once all the stories
about the mysterious Southland would be revived with great
jubilation.

As early as the year 1526 a certain Jorge dc Mcnezes had been
driven southward by adverse winds, and had finally reached a
large island inhabited not by Malays (such as were to be found
in every other part of Indonesia), but by a people who were
unmistakably related to the Negroes of Africa, and everybody
was certain that at last the problem had been solved.

In 1546 a Spaniard, Ortiz dc Retez, returning from the Philip-
pines to the Isthmus of Panama, had also been greatly driven
out of his course, and had reached the same island which
Mcnezes had first found twenty years before. He stayed there
long enough to give it a name, and he called it New Guinea,
Since the original Guinea was situated on the west coast of
Africa between the Senegal and Niger rivers, it showed how
the fable which connected Africa with the unknown Southland
continued to haunt people's minds.

In the year 1567 the problem of the unknown Southland was
once more tackled, but this time from a scientific angle. The
Viceroy of Peru, Alvaro Mcndana dc Neyra, noticing that the
available supply of gold was beginning to grow very low, de-
cided to make another attempt to find the unknown continent,
in order that he might convert the natives to Christianity and
incidentally tap a few new sources of riches. His expedition
crossed the Pacific just south of the equator and reached a new